Las Vegas FXC User’s Guide

Author: Charles Bell WFO Las Vegas

Contact: charles.bell@noaa.gov
Version: 1.3

NOTE: Please make sure you read step 17 (page 11) before publishing any images with FXC to the web!!

1) Run the program by selecting FXC under the VEF Local Applications window in AWIPS.
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2) FXC will now launch. 
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Much of FXC is similar to D2D.  Zooming in and out is controlled with the mouse while the middle button is still used to move the image around. You can change to different scales by changing the CONUS option to WFO, State, Region, etc.

3) Now that you are connected to the Las Vegas server, you can begin to import data on the page.  Start by importing the latest IR satellite image.  
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4) Next, select the drawing option so you can draw over the satellite image.
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You can also press <ctrl><d> to enable the drawing menu.

5) The first thing you should do is make sure your map backgrounds are easy to see.  In this case, make the state outlines yellow.  You do this the same as you do in D2D – just right-click on the word state (located in the lower right-hand corner) and select the yellow option.
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6) For the next step, you are going to place a warm front and cold front over the satellite image.  Change the lines option to fronts.
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After you select fronts, you should notice some new buttons directly to the right. Select the cold front icon then left-click anywhere on the satellite image. Next, drag the mouse to another point on the satellite image and you should see the outline of the front. Left-click the button again and the front will appear.  Select the warm front icon and do a similar process to make a warm front.
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One note: In the upper-right portion of the screen, you can see a dropdown box for right and left. If you change that to left it will dictate which side the red semi-circle on the warm front or blue triangles on the cold front will point in relation to how the line is drawn.  The easiest way to understand the feature is to try it out with a couple of different warm and cold fronts.

FYI, one of the most important buttons to know about in FXC is undo which the arrow in the image below points to.  This button will allow you to undo your previous steps in case you make a mistake (i.e. are human).
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7) For this part, you will add a low pressure symbol to the image. Start by selecting the other option.
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You will see new buttons to the right.  Select the L button and click on the image where you want to place the low pressure symbol.

8) Now you are going to modify the low pressure symbol.  Do a right-click directly on the L symbol and in the new menu, select XLarge for the size.
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9) Now put some text on the image. Select the text option from the dropdown box.
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10) Make sure the annotation button (abc) is selected.  If it is not selected, you cannot place text on the image.
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11) Try moving the low to a different area. Select the move single glyph tool and left-click the L symbol. Now, move the mouse to a new location and left-click the button again. The L should now be at the new spot.
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Also, try moving your text to a different area with the move single glyph tool still selected.

12) Next, make the low bigger by changing the point size to 24 and try making it bold plus adding a shadow. Now do a similar step for the text.
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13) This part will show you how to add a cloudy area to your image. Select the shapes option and then the cloud button.
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14) Draw a cloudy area on the screen. Start by left-clicking on the image and then moving the mouse around a perimeter you would like to indicate as cloudy. Do another left-click and the area should be filled in.
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15) Do a right-click over the cloudy area to see a list of modifications you can do to the shading.  Change the fill style to hollow.
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16) If you are happy with the result, you can publish your image. Go to the file menu and select the save as option.
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You will need to save the file in the Scratch directory as GraphiCast.jpg.  If the file already exists, go ahead and overwrite it. 

17) Although you are ready to send your image to the web, STOP!!! If you are just doing a test or practicing, note the following… Make sure you select the image 3 option for all tests!! If you are sending an image to the web that you want the public to see, you will need to make sure that you are not overwriting an image that is currently live that someone else created. Take a second and go to our Internet homepage and see if there are any graphical nowcasts that are linked under the “Latest News and Information” section. If there are not any live graphical nowcasts, you can save it as either image 1 or image 2. If there currently is a graphical nowcast running, you will need to save your image in the remaining slot.  Here is how you do that:

1) Select the headline that is active on the VEF public web page.

2) Make a note of the URL that appears.  For example, you may get http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/vef/headlines/GraphicCast.php?image=2
3) In the URL above, the key lies with the end of the address. Since it says image=2, it means that the FXC image was saved as image 2.  Therefore, you would save your live image as image 1.

4) Confused?  Just ask!

For all steps, after ten seconds or so, verify that your image made it to the server by going to one of following URLs:

For image 3 (test images):  http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/vef/headlines/GraphicCast.php?image=3
For image 1: http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/vef/headlines/GraphicCast.php?image=1
For image 2: http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/vef/headlines/GraphicCast.php?image=2
HINTS AND TIPS:

· If you are unable to zoom out by clicking the left button, you need to make the graphics layer inactive.  Do a middle mouse click on the manual products (editable) option (it is located in the lower right-hand corner of FXC). This will change it to just say manual products. You will now be able to zoom out.  If you want to do any modification to your image, you will need to do another middle mouse click to make it say manual products (editable).

· Keep in mind that people who are color blind will have more difficulty reading text if the color is not significantly different then the background.

· You can improve your images even more by cropping them with GIMP.  This is an advanced step that will not be covered here. 

· It is often easier to zoom in and out and position the background exactly as you want it BEFORE doing anything else. If you try to zoom after working on your image, it may be very difficult to make the image look exactly like you want it.

· If you are having trouble making the text easy to read, try placing it on top of a semi-opaque or translucent shape.

· When drawing freehand lines and arrows, change the average option to bicubic.  This will smooth your lines and make them much less jagged. 
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PUBLISHING AND EDITING HEADLINES

1) Select the “submit a headline” option from the ops/links section on the Intranet.
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2) The headline editor page should appear.

[image: image21.png]G- - @) (Y [ 200,226,154, 10jwebReportsfiiebEvents Webhews. php ™

Google

WFO VEF Web News

@ Product

lecta Produ

1 - Select a Link

© Image 3 € Miscellaneous Page

www.wrh noaa govfvell

[Type rest of URL Here

2 - Enter a Headline
[Type Headline TextHere

3 - Headline Start Time (Local Time)
700 >|[Feb =l ~][2007 =]

4 - Headline Expiration Time (Local Time)
700 >|[Feb =l ~][2007 =]

5 - Select a Graphic
@ None I C e

6 - Generate the Headline
Generate Headline

Edit or correct a headline currently on the web.





3) On the top of the screen select the image that you want to use. 
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4) Type in the headline that you want to appear on the web page.
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5) Determine when you want your headline to run.  Remember, all times are local.
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6) Determine if you want a NEW or UPDATED tag to be placed to the right of your headline.

[image: image25.png]5 - Select a Graphic

@ None © L7 C o




7) Publish your headline by selecting the generate headline button.
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Your headline will now be published to the live Internet site. Select the link to view your headline.  Please note that you will need to wait 15 seconds or so for your headline to appear.

Editing Headlines

1) You can get to the headline editor page either via the Intranet under ops/links with the “Edit a Headline” link:
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Or you can select the “Edit or correct a headline currently on the web” link that is at the bottom of the headline editor page.
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2) The headline editor page should now appear.
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In the example above there are three headlines listed. If you would like to erase a headline, uncheck the “Active” option next to the appropriate headline. You can also modify the start and expiration times.  After you make your changes, hit the “Submit Headlines” button.

